


PHOTOKATH/ANDU

Kathmandu, 1981

Women from all walks of life gather for a mass meeting in Kathmandu
to submit a letter of protest to the government following the rape and
murder of sisters Namita and Sunita Bhandari in Pokhara that rocked
the country.

Hisila Yami Collection / Nepal Picture Library
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PHOTOKATH/ANDU

Kathmandu, 1980

Mangala Devi Singh addresses a crowd after Nepal Mahila Sangh,
along with Nepali Congress Party, resurfaced from hiding for the 1980
referendum between a non-partisan panchayat system and a multi-
party system. Also seen at the voting queue in Chhetrapati along with
other women voters.

Mangala Devi Singh Collection / Nepal Picture Library
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Rolpa, 1998

Journalist Amrita Lamsal and friend Gyanu Pandey trekking in Rolpa
to cover the incipient Maoist Insurgency. They were among the first
journalists to report on the Maoist insurgency from the field.

Amrita Lamsal Collection / Nepal Picture Library
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Rajahar, Nawalparasi, 1986

A group of women training to be officers for Women Development
Division on their way to Rajahar. WDD provided credit to rural women
to boost rural development.

Prativa Subedi Collection / Nepal Picture Library
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Doti, 1966

Villagers from Silgadi in farwest Nepal bidding farewell to women
travelling to Kathmandu to pursue higher education. The journey of
800km back then took nearly two weeks to complete.

Gomati Shrestha / Nepal Picture Library
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“... making visible what is meant to stay out of sight.”
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Confrontations - Bunu Dhungana
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There are no Homosexuals in Iran - Laurence Rasti
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Hanging clothes

For me this image is silent, common — thousands of women are doing
this every day. Whenever | see it | am reminded of their endless silence
inside the home.

| wonder what they must be thinking day in and day out doing this. |
wonder about this cumulative silence.
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A story in the weave
Do we all remember in the same way?

Sometimes what cannot be spoken, or what we do not want to speak
about openly - is archived in varied ways. One example is the weave —
the pattern, the thread.
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The blue window

The blue window was also the witness. It contains the story of what
happened.
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The archival document

That official text, word — often so inadequate — that defines what is
supposed to be what.
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Birds over hiding place

Are birds also witnesses? Do they carry our pain our secrets? And take
them far far for someone else to discover and reveal so that we can live
again, struggle again, get justice again.

In the spot where Bilkis hid, after her attackers left, hid all evening and
all night — that evening she saw these birds that flew over.
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The moon...

...always watches, is the witness
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