


Kathmandu, 1981

Women from all walks of life gather for a mass meeting in Kathmandu 
to submit a letter of protest to the government following the rape and 
murder of sisters Namita and Sunita Bhandari in Pokhara that rocked 
the country.

Hisila Yami Collection / Nepal Picture Library
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Kathmandu, 1980

Mangala Devi Singh addresses a crowd after Nepal Mahila Sangh, 
along with Nepali Congress Party, resurfaced from hiding for the 1980 
referendum between a non-partisan panchayat system and a multi-
party system. Also seen at the voting queue in Chhetrapati along with 
other women voters. 

Mangala Devi Singh Collection / Nepal Picture Library
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Rolpa, 1998

Journalist Amrita Lamsal and friend Gyanu Pandey trekking in Rolpa 
to cover the incipient Maoist Insurgency. They were among the first 
journalists to report on the Maoist insurgency from the field.

Amrita Lamsal Collection / Nepal Picture Library
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Rajahar, Nawalparasi, 1986

A group of women training to be officers for Women Development 
Division on their way to Rajahar. WDD provided credit to rural women 
to boost rural development.

Prativa Subedi Collection / Nepal Picture Library
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Doti, 1966

Villagers from Silgadi in farwest Nepal bidding farewell to women 
travelling to Kathmandu to pursue higher education. The journey of 
800km back then took nearly two weeks to complete.

Gomati Shrestha / Nepal Picture Library
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“… making visible what is meant to stay out of sight.”

…cb[Zo /fVg afWo agfOPsf j:t'nfO{ phfu/ ub}{Ú

Confrontations - Bunu Dhungana
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There are no Homosexuals in Iran - Laurence Rasti
O/fgdf sf]lx klg ;dln+uL 5}g – n/]G; /f:6L
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Hanging clothes

For me this image is silent, common – thousands of women are doing 
this every day. Whenever I see it I am reminded of their endless silence 
inside the home.

I wonder what they must be thinking day in and day out doing this. I 
wonder about this cumulative silence.

sk8f ;'sfpFb}

d]/f]nflu of] xhf/f}F dlxnfx?sf] b}lgsLsf] of}6f df}g, ;fwf/0f tl:j/ xf] . t/ 
d}n] of] tl:j/ hlxn] b]v]klg pgLx?sf] 3/sf] rf}3]/fleqsf] cgj/t df}gtfsf] 
;Demgf cfpF5 . lbglbg} of] sfd ubf{ pgLx?sf] dgdf s:tf ljrf/ v]Nbf 
xf]nfg\ eGg] sf}t'xn hfU5 . of] ylkFb}, y'lk|Fb} hfg] 3f]/ df}gtfaf/] ;f]lr/xG5' .

The Lightning Testimonies - Amar Kanwar
t]lhnf] aofg – cd/ sGj/





A story in the weave

Do we all remember in the same way? 

Sometimes what cannot be spoken, or what we do not want to speak 
about openly – is archived in varied ways. One example is the weave – 
the pattern, the thread.

a'gf}6sf] a'§fdf n]lvPsf] syf 

s] xfdL ;a}sf] ;Demgf Ps}gf;sf] x'G5 < 

x}g — ;a}n] ;Demg] z}nL of}6} x'Fb}g . slxn]sflxF xfdLn] af]Ng gkfpg] jf 
xfdLn] :jtGq?kdf af]Ng grfxg] rLhsf] clen]v cnucnu z}nLdf /fv]sf 
x'G5f}F . of}6f pbfx/0f xf] — sk8fsf] a'gf}6, To;sf a'§f, To;sf] wfuf] .
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The blue window

The blue window was also the witness. It contains the story of what 
happened.

gLnf] ‰ofn

Tof] gLnf] ‰ofn klg of}6f ;fIfL lyof] . To; lbg s] ePsf] lyof] To; 36gfsf] 
syf p;df klg ;d]l6Psf] 5 .
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The archival document 

That official text, word – often so inadequate – that defines what is 
supposed to be what.

clen]v

Tof] cf}krfl/s n]vg / zAb — k|foM cToGt} ckof{Kt — h;n] s'g} rLh s] 
x'g'kg]{ xf] eGg] kl/efiff n]V5
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Birds over hiding place

Are birds also witnesses? Do they carry our pain our secrets? And take 
them far far for someone else to discover and reveal so that we can live 
again, struggle again, get justice again.

In the spot where Bilkis hid, after her attackers left, hid all evening and 
all night – that evening she saw these birds that flew over.

n's]sf] 7fpFdflysf r/fx?

s] r/fx? klg ;fIfL aGg ;S5g\ < s] ltgn] xfd|f kL8f / xfd|f /x:ox? 
af]s]sf x'G5g\ < clg xfd|f kL8f / /x:onfO{ 6f9f, 6f9f st};Dd nlulbP/ 
csf{sf] ;fd' phfu/ u/]/ xfdLnfO{ km]l/ Psk6s afFRg], km]/L ;+3if{ ug]{ / Gofo 
kfpg] df}sf l;h{gf ul/lbg ;S5g\ <

laNsL;nfO{ cfqmd0f ug]{ dflg;x? uO;s]kl5 pgL h'g 7fpF a]n'sLel/ / 
/ftel/ n'lsg\ ToxfF oL r/f p8]sf] b]v]sL lyOg\ .
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The moon...

...always watches, is the witness

h"g

;w}F x]l//xG5 — of] klg ;fIfL xf]
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